" Write, Blessed are they which are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.' 
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miHwer : "And there dime unto niconcofthe 
.seven ungels, which had itan uevea violn full uf the 
seven la:>i plagues, and talked wilh me, suyiug, 
'Come hither, 1 will shew ihee the b-ide, ihe 
Lamb's wife.' Ami lie carried me tiway in the 
Kins, which look Iheit lamps, and went' Spirit lo a great and high mountain, and shewed 
forih to meet the bridegroom." Then— at the lime !| nie S r '<" aly, iht My Jenualtm, de.cendin? 
when the faithful and the wise «ervar.ts, having 1 oul of heaven from God, having live glory of God : 
marked the signs which were to indicate thai the] "•"> her light was like uuto a stone most precious, 



Has not the Savior come as the 
Bridegroom ? 

Parable of Ihe virgin) .Matthew XXV. 
V.l. "Then nhnll the kingdom of heaven belikened 



Son of Man must be near, according to hiB word, 
is giving the meal in due season to ihe household ; 
and the evil servant sailh In his heart, My Lord 
dcloyeih is coming, and begins lo smite his fellow 
servants, (ihe wise and faithful,) and lo eai and 



' 6\ When does the marriage nf the Liimb lake 
pluce — he/ore or after he come?, aa ihe Kinp of 
: glory, 10 make his people immortal ? Now let us 
keep in mind these diflereiit parts of the scene, 
and it may nut be an ditliruli to setile this question 
[as Uight be at Aral supposed, viz., the coining of 
ihe bridegroom lo ihe murriage," ihe marriage 
ilaalf, and ihe mnrringe supper, li must be evident 
W all that the coming of ihe Bridegroom lo the 
even like a jaspcr-slone, clear as cryslal : and had] marriage, precedes Ihe marriage, and holh of these 



a wall great und high, and had twelve gales, and 
at ihe gales twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes 
of ihe children of Israel. On ihe east, ihree gates ; 



drink wilh the drunken,-**™ the kingdom nfj nn ,h * »«•>'. ga.es; on ihe : south three i gat**; 
heaven tliall he likened unlo these virgins which 1 aDd on west, three gales. An.: 
went for ih in meet the bridegroom. 



I city had twelve foundations, und in them the untiles 

I* u» here for a moment cona.der Ihis question. o1 ' ,1,e ,w ' lvi! »P~U" <*»" tfc*." 
How are we lo understand ihis parable ? Is Christ *»• <«»mony of Paul agrees wilh lhat of John : 
to come in a distinct character, represented by the *' ' Bul Jerusalem which is above is free, which is 
bridegroom, or is his coming, as King of kings, to 'he mother of us all." Gal. iv. 26. What Old Jer- 



be like the coming of a bridegroom in a marriage 
arrangement ? In other parables we invariably 
understand lhat some distinct office, character, or 



usalem was to the Church under Ihe old cuvenant, 
lhat the New Jerusalem is :o be, lo ihe Church 
under the new covenant in its perfected stale. As 



work of Christ, is presented lo our view. In the declarM *« he m """ i ,he M J" u6alen " 
parable of the Tares of .he Field, we understand the] f ° > h « Son of God is 10 be married to 



para hi 

man who sowed good seed in his field to bring to] 
view the Son of God, an Creator and Proprietor of i 
the world, liia agency in counteracting the malice 1 
of the devil, and the process by which he will en- 
tirely destroy hi* works. Jn the parable of the 
Nobleman, we unden.lu.nd to be taught, distinctly, 
the fact that our Lord has ascended up on high, to 
receive his kingdom und to return, & the manner in 
whuhhewill dispose of his professed people and 
the world at large, when he shall have received the 
kingdom and returned. So the parable of ihe Vine 
and Branches— The Sheep-fold— The Vineyard let 



precede the moniage h upper ; and if we can tell 
at what point in the process the people of God 
actuary meet the Savior, we can tell whether they 
arrive ut that point by the fulfillment of this 
pa ruble. 

In what character, then, do they meei him ? Not 
as the Bridegroom coining to the marriage, but as 
ihe Kiug of glory— ihe lord returning from the wed- 
ding. Luke xii. 35—37. Is it not clear, then, thai 
ihe coming of the Bridegroom, in the sense of the 
parable, and (he marriage itsell, must precede the 
change to a slate of immortality ? But, 6. Where 
is the marriage to take place ? A* the Loid Jesus 
is to receive for himself a kingdom before he re- 
: turns, and ns the New Jerusalem is to be the me- 
tropolis of his kingdom — the City of Ihe great 
| King — it is evident that his inauguration must tare 
1 pluce before his coming as the King of glory. And 
■ fco, on ihe sounding nf " ihe seventh angel," " great 
j voices in heaven," proclaim 

" The kingdoms nl this wor.'d are liecome 
The kiugd»m nf our Lord, a^^gf^his Christ! 
And he" shall reign foreveFand eTer V 

Although he is "ihe appointed heirof all things,'' 
1 in the world lo come," and ihe decree has given 



4. Who are the virgins, their companions ? Ol! 



out to Husbandmen, &c, fee. These all make]! lheae Calmel says: "A number oi young pen. 



known some distinct oflice, character, or work of 
Christ, which are Irequenily and plainly brought to 
view in other portion* of the word ol God. 

Now, if Christ is spoken of in ihe character of 
Bridegroom, and the word of God informs us of a 
murriugc scene in which he is lo he prevent hh 
the Bridegroom, why should we suppose lhat this 
parable speaks of his coining as the King of glory, 
and not as the Bridegroom to the marriage. It cer- 
tainly seems clear lhat it is the coming of the 
Savior as (he Bridegroom, and not as the King of 
glory, of which this parable speaks ; and the won- 
der now is, lhat we should have confounded one 
with ihe other as we have. 

Lei us proceed. Are there, now, any reasons for 
supposing thai the Bridegroom has come, in the 
sense of the parable? In answering this question 
several particulars need to be understood. Tn every 
marriage arrangement there were the bridegroom 
and bride ; the paranymphs ; (called in John iii. 
29. and Judges xiv. 20, friends of the bridegroom, 
of whom there were two — one to wait on the bride 
the other ou the bridegroom,) the companions or 
virgins, Judges xiv. 11, Psalm xiv. 14; and the 
guests. There must also be a time and place for 
(he marriage. 

Does the word of God give us any infor- 
mation upon these particulars in the case of 
the marriage of the Lamb? 1. Who is the 
Bridegroom i It is hardly necessary to answer, 
The Son of God. Matthew ix.U, 15 ; John iii. 29 
2. Who is the Bride ? Lei the Kevelator 



the new Jerusalem. 

3. Who may be the pan-nymphs — the friends of 
the Bride and Bridegroom ? If, ns Dr. Clorke in- 
forms (note* r»n John iii.) it was their office lo 
make the covenant between the potties ; and, ac- 
cording to Caimei, (Die. AiJ. Marriage) "toper- 
form the ceremonies of the wedding," it would 
seem that 11 ihe King who made a marriage fur his 
Son," Matt. xxii. 2, must be the Friend nf ihe 
Bridegroom, " and the * pirit," Rev. xxii. 17, the' 

Friend of the bride. ^him " ihe heathen for his inheritance and the nt- 

1 lermost parts of the ennh for his possession," still, 
he does not receive his kingdom, in fact, till the 
Ancient of Days sits in judgment. Then one like 
ihe Son of Man comes (o the Ancient of Pays, and 
(hev brine him near before him, and there is giveu 
him " dominion, and glory, and a kingdom. 1 ' Must 
not this actual tteMnwment of power and territory 
be identical, as to time, with ihe marriage of the 
Lamb— if it be not indeed (he event denoted by 
hi« marriage ? — his inauguration in the holy 
ciiy — when " (he Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his lather David," according to the words 
of the angel Gubriel ? Luke i. 32. It certainly is 
very cleur thai it must be so. And if so, the com- 
ing of ihe liridi groom lo ihe marriage must denote 
thai change in hi* heavenly state, in which he 
comes lo the Ancient ol Days io receive dominion, 
and glory, whi< b we know mum lake place before 
he can come in his glory, and an he cnttiM in his 
glory to gather his elect, bit coming an the Bride- 
u.ruom must precede in- marriage, und the prvseuto- 
iwn of the " chofcen " guests at the marriage sup- 
per, when ihe final decision is made. 

Wilh these several particulars before the mind, 
we are prepared to proceed: — 

Verse 2. " And five of them were wise," careful, 
provident, "and 6ve were foolish," careless, im- 
provident. 

Verses 3 and 4. " They that were foolish," care- 
less, improvideut, " took their lumps, and took no 
oil wiih them: but the wise," careful, provident, 
" took oil in their vessels wnh their lamps." These 
lamps were evidently what we call torchei, made 
hv winding a bunch of flax or cotton upon the end 



kept him [ihe bridegroom] company during ihe 
days of the wedding, to do him honor; us ulso 
young women kepi company with the bride all 
this time, [usually seven days.] The companion* 
of ihe bridegroom are expiessly mentioned in the 
history of Samson, Judges xiv. and Cant. v. 1 ( 
viit. 13,) also the companions of the bride, Canl. i. 

4 ; ii. 7 ; iii. 5 ; viii. 4 ; Psalm xiv. 9, 14, 15 

The friends and companions of the bride sung the ' . 
Epithalnroium, or wedding song, ai ihe door of the 
bride ihe evening before the wedding. Psalm xiv. 
is such a wedding song. The ceremony ol ihe 
wedding was peribrnu-d wilh great decorum, the 
young people of each sex being k«-pt separate, in 
distinct apartments, and ol difiereni tablet. — {Ihe.) 

May not the companions of the bride, then, be 
brought to view, tinging M the wedding sung," 
in Rev. xix. G, 7 ? And I heard ihe voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and m ihe voice of mighty thundering-, saying, 

Halleluiah ! 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reignelh ! 
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him, 
For the marriage of the Lamb is come. 
And his wife hoih made herself ready ! " 

The companions of the Bridegroom, also called 
virgins, are evidently brought lo view in the para- 
ble. 

5. Who are the guests ? All those who are 
gathered horn the highways, by the servants, who 
are found with the wedding garment ou at the 
lime of the marriage feast.— Matt. xxii. 8—14. 



of a slick, and saturating it with oil; and as thil 
would so'in burn mil unless it wire often supplied 
with oil, the all in the vessel for Mint purpose, 
Ihoush a small mailer in itself, was indispensably 
nece-sary. The omission Indicated a want ol 
beany interest in the marriage airnngement. The 
Innip, or torch, as a symbol, doubtless denotes the 
Bible, as th« oil does grace. Grace is to Hie wurd, 
what oil is to tbe lamp. The •• vessels " may de- 
note the means of grace which are adopted and 
designed to keep our lights burning. It is the 
highest lolly— the most fatal cnrele«sness, ns to the 
greoi purposes for which the word of God in given 
10 men, 10 think ol deriving light 1'rnm the word 
of God, while we refuse, through pride, Tear, or the 
love of human praise, to avail ourselves of those 
means of grace which are necessary to the under- 
standing of its lessons, the observance of its re- 
quirements, and the attainment of its promises. 

Ver. 5. '• While the bridegroom tarried they all 
•lumbered and slept." The wise slumbered, the 
foolish slept,. Every one knows the difference be- 
tween these two slates, naturally ; and between the 
states with which they correspond, spiritually. 

Ver. 6. "And nt midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom cometh I go ye out to meet 
him." K other parts or the parable had spoken nf 
days or nights, it might be supposed at once that 
this "midnight " was a chronological mark ; though 
it may be understood in that light, || is more likely 
to express the state of things when the cry is 
made— the security of midnight. Vs. 7, 8,9. "Then 
all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil, for uur lamps Br6 gone out ; bul ilie wine on* 
swertd, saying, Lesl there be not enough for us and 
you, go ye rather to them llinl sell, and buy for 
yourselves,." The '-noi so " of our version, sun- 
plied by the translators, gives the answer of the 
wise virgins a harshness thaUkst* not belong to it. 
The reading here oVd is ouiliurixed hy the beat 
critics. (See Dr. Clarke.) They had proceeded 
«o far as companions, nnd the wise would hnveaid 
ed the roolish, if it could have been done with safe 
ty to themselves ; while they piiy them, they 
give them the ouly advice which ran he or 
any service. V. 10. " And while ihev went in buy, 
the bridegroom came; nod they ill at were ready 
went in with him to ihe marriage : and the door 
was shut." The same carelessness which disposed 
Ihem to go forth without oil, at first, seems lo have 
marked ihis last effort also. The advice could not 
have been a mockery ; they did not follow it as ihev 
should have done. Vs. 11,18 "Afterward came al- 
so the other virgins, saying, t.nrd, lord, open unio 
us. But he answered and said. Verily 1 say Unto 
you, 1 know ynu not." Tbe ma»ier of the house 
has risen up, the careless are too line. 

Now we are prepared to u>k. Does this parable 
give a history of the Advenu-is. or noi ? Did ihey 
not take their Bibles and go r«nh. ripening lo meet 
lae Lord in '43 1 When thai lime " passed did he 
not tarry to them 1 Did ihey not then slumber and 
sleep? Have they n,ii beard ihe cry, Behold," ihj 
Bridegroom Cometh, go ye out id n eel him ! and 
did they not then arise and trim Iheir lamps » Sure- 
ly our history is n perfect fulfilment or ihe parable, 
and if so, they have their lamps now trimmed and 
burning, and are waiting iheir Lord's return from 
ihe wedding, or they have gone lo huy. 

If Ihis is noi our present position, ihen we have 
been wrong in every position behind us, Tor just 
such a path must be travelled by those who meet 
the Lord. If ihis is lhe«p<ition or ihe virgins.lhen 
Ihe Lord may come al any moment, and most of 
necessity come quickly ; bul if this is not iheir posi- 
tion, the Lord cannot come till ihcy arrive atjusi 
such a point. 



A query may arise, in some minds, whether we 
have had ihe true midnight cry, since it is found 
thai "all" who were looking for the Lord were not 
particularly affected by the preaching of" the sev- 
enth month.,' 1 But it is well known thai ihe uni- 
versal terms, all, 'eery, Sec. are nut always to be 
understood in the absolute sense; and even ir the 
term "all " is to be so understood in ihis case.is ill 
noi true that "all those" who went forth in Ihe be- 
ginning of the Advent movement, also uroBe rrom 
iheir slumbering ami sleeping in ihe seventh month? 
Certain it is that the " cry " originated, humanly 
speaking, and did its chief work in that part of the 
great field which was first vi»iied with Ihe Advent 
loctrinc in its more general form. And as lhai was 
the only section in which the intetcst had passed 
the crisis, which was fol lowed by Ihe slumbering 
and sleeping, so it was the only one which could 
be, or needed to be, affected by the cry. Those 
who hnd not had lime lo fall into thai slate, alier 
receiving the Advent truih, could not be aroused 
from ii. Is it not as evideul that we have had the 
cry, as that the virgins have gone forlh lo meet the 
Bridegroom, or that we have had the tarrying lime? 
Would it not be ns dangerous lo expect the cry 
hereafter as lo look into the future for any or ihe 
way-maiks hy which we have been guided in ihe 
past? We should not give up thai we have had 
! h .?.S r Jj un,t, »» 8*3 should give us something more 
like it; and how lhai can be, il would be difficult 
to tell. 

And here it mny be proper to remark, lhai il is 
of ihe greatest importance lhat we understand our 
true Bihle posi'ion. Our special duties, our trials, 
our safety, must depend, in a great measure, upon 
that. "And lhat servant which knew his lord's 
will, and prepared not himself, neither did accord- 
ing to his will, shall be bealen wiih may stripes." 
Lake xii. 47. If we have the means or knowing 
the will ol Grid, we trrtst use ihem ; ir it can be 
known, il must be by the word of God. If we are 
where Lot's wife is to be particularly remembered, 
and the raininess or Esau is fell, and his tempta- 
tions are before us, why, this is ihe lime lo flee 
mid noi to think of friends or treasure in Sodom— 
the time Tor diligence in avoiding ihe roots or bit- 
lernessthnt may trouble us.nnd Ihe profanity which 
may dispose us lo barter nor birth-right. If we 
have only the gleanings after the harvest is done 
to perform, it is not the lime for sowing. If we 
have em into the siill waters or pence and safely 
winch are lo mark our entrance into the harbor of 
ihe eternal city, let its noi be afflicted that we have 
noi the siir and excitement of the broad ocean. II 
we have come lo the marriage, and are now in tb 
guest-chamber, where all depends on our keeping 
our garments, as we have only ihe final examina- 
tion of the King to pass, it is too late Tor the slunir 
bering nnd sleeping viigins lobe aroosed hy llif 
cry, "Go ye out lo meei ihe Biidegnaim !" 

Has the Briulnroom cone ? 

Tl-.e decision or ibis question must depend upon 
what is 10 lie uuder<-iood by liiM'umi'ig lo ihe mar- 
riage, irit means his coming hi ajory, he has noi 
so come, ir it means some other event, which is to 
precede his coming in glory, ihnugh intimately 
connected with i', the Bridegroom may have come 
io the sense or the parable. But will ii not be spir- 
itualizing io understand the text to rerer to any- 
thing hot his coming as the KingorGlory? We 
have taken it Tor granted that il does speak or his 
coming in glory, and bave rend ihe leal, in our 
mmdi, as if it read, " And while ihey went to buy, 
ihe Lord himtcir descended from heaven wiih a 
•houl, with the voice of Ihe archangel and the trump 
of God— ihe dead in Chrisi were raised, thoss who 



were his among the living were changed, and these 
all were caught up together lo meet him in the 
clouds, to be forever with the Lord." These are 
precisely the ideas we hove attached io the words ; 
bul is there onylhiog like ihem here ? Certainly 
not. Il will be seen, ihen, at once, as indeed the 
form of speech requires, thai the parable is to be in- 
terpreted in the spiritual or figurative sense : and as 
no one suppuBea thai Christ will be married, as hu- 
man beings are married, the only poini to be settled 
is, Whal is denoted by Ihe coming of the bridegroom 
to the marriage ? Does il reler lo some distinct 
event, or lo nothing in particular f 11 il does refer 
lo any particular event, what is lhai event ? 

All who give ihe text a particular reference will 
admit that il applies to the period of the second 
advent. Now there are bul two events to which il 
can be supposed to refer. 1. To his uniting him- 
self to his church— the members— in their glorified 
stale, or, rather, lhai ihey may be glorified. 
-. To his actual inauguration, or coronation, as the 
" Lord of the whole earth;" the reception of 
ihe throne of his lather David," to " reign 
forever and ever;" when they shall call Jeru- 
salem the throne or ihe Laid : and all ihe na- 
tions shall he gathered unto it, lo the name or the 
Lord, to Jerusalem : neither sball tbey walk any 
more after Ihe imaginations or iheir evil heart," — 
Jer. iii. 17. Is not this ihe Ihruiie of his glory, on 
which ihe Son of man shall sit, when he shall come 
in bis glory, and all ihe holy angels with him ? — 
Man. xxv. 31. 

We are aware thai ihe prevailing opinion, which 
supposes the church to be the bride, is so deeply 
rooted, thai il is difficult lo see lhai anything else 
can be the Iruth, although il maybe acknowledged 
hy those who hold on lo il, thai il is not easy to 
harmonize the word of God witn thai aupposiiion. 
Bui it musl be seen at once, thai while the relation 
between husband and wiTe is occasionally referred 
to, as illustrative or the rela'ion between Christ and 
believers, the " allegory," as Paul cnlls ii, in its 
complete form, runs thus : under the old covenant, 
God is ihe husband, " Jerusalem,"" ihe land" or 
country I-. ihe wire, and ihe church :>"■ Ihe children. 

Hoe. i.j Ezek. XTi.XXiii. xxiv. 15—27; Gal. iv.85. 
Under the new coveunni, Chrisi isih* husband, the" 
New Jerusalem the wife, and believers the chil- 
dren. Gal. iv. £8— 31. Bul the words or the Rev- 
elator musl settle the quesiiou with all ihose who 
do not see fit lo "add lo the words of ihe prophecy:" 
and he informs us that "tbe bride.the Lamb's wife," 
is "lhai greal city, the holy Jerusalem." If lhat is 
the explanniion of the symbol, who will presume lo 
give another explanation to lhat explanation ? 

But it will be asked, "Is thai city, or alone walls 
and gates and found ali ons.to be the bride ol Chrisi? 
Can a cily mak* 1 herself ready? Is it the bride — 
Ihe cily — that says with ihe Spirit, " Come? " 
Whatever may pertain to the city, thai certainly is 
what is called "the biide. the Lamb's wife'." And 
pray, why may not a cily he personified, in the sym- 
bolic imagery of ibe word or Gud, and made to 
speak aud act, as well as " the floods clap their 
hands, and the trees rejoice ?" Surely ii is not 
difficult to see how a city may make herself ready, 
especially when we rend, in explanation: "And lo 
her was granted that she should he arrayed in line 
linen," in order to be ready. Comp. Ezek. xvi.10, 
13. Bul Ihis " fine linen is the righteousness or 
saints." Yes, the holy city is indebted to the same 
grace Tor her purily, Ihst the saints are indebted lo 
for theirs. 

Again- il is objected, that " the church, made up 
of believers, is broughi to view as sustaining Ihe 
same relation to Christ lhat the wife does lo 
ihe husband." Very true. " The husband is the 
head or ihe wife, even as Cbtisi is Ihe head of the 
church ; and husbands should love their wtvcs,even 



as Christ also loved the church."— Eph. v. 23-25. '| death— They are no longer ihe subjects of his in- 
But is there any intimation that this relation be- 1 lercessions. This, we ore assured, lakes place " at 
tween Chrisl and the church is nut lo exist till he| the end," 
comes again ? or does i*. already exist? Besides, 
even if it were distinctly declared, as in the case ol 
the city, that the church, in its member?, was "the 
bride," or " wife" of Christ, and thai he was to be 



married to her at his return, which i*nn where sta- 
I ted, it could only he a ma tier of doubt which of Ihe 
two acts could be referred I" by " the marriage" in' 
\tliu parable— the reception of the kingdom, city, and 
throne, or the reception of the members of his bodv 
— the churrh. As it now is, there is scarcely room 
for a doubt. All the circumstances of the case are 
clearly in fuvor of referring it to the former of the 
two acts. 

In one cn«e the relation has existed from the days 
of the apostles, in the other it was not to exist till 
the time of the second advent. The old and fa- 
miliar "allegory" cannot be applied in one case, 
without making the free-woman both " the moth- 
er" and the "Children." The literal facts, oa which' 
the parable is founded, are in favor of the holy city 
an the bride: for the Bridegroom, when he came to 
the marriage, always "carne" lo ihe residence of the 
bride's father. And, finally, to refer (he marriage 
to theactual investment ofChrist with "the ihrone,' 
makes it the means of marking a clearly-stated 
event, which we all know is brought lo view as 
preliminary lo his coming in glory, lo gather his 
elect, and to punish the wicked ; to refer it to the 
reception of ihe church, iho' this is also an impor- 
( tant event.deslroys the symmetry of the parnblc,in- 
■ asmuch a? it would be out of all order to make the 
virgin? and guests ihe bride or wife. 

It will also be asked, " In what sense can it he 
Raid, the Bridegroom came ? and how did the vir- 
gins go in with him to the marriage ? Of course it 
could be only in a sense which uncords with the 
nature of I he event which the marring* denotes. — 
The coming of the bridegroom would point out 
some change of work or oflice, on the pari of our 
Lord, in the invisible world , and the going in with 
him a corresponding change on the part of his true 
people. With him it is within the veil — where he 
' has gone to prepare a place for us; with ihem it 
is outside the veil, where they are to wait and keep 
themselves ready li!l they pass in to the marriage 
supper. 

Whether the gu-nt tiansaeiion, denoted by ihe 
marriage, ban taken place, or not, we may not be 
able in deride ; but (hat (he Bridegroom has come, 
and lhat those who were ready have gone in wild 
him to the marriage, is at leant possible ; and (here 
are some reasons lor believing" lhat to be the 
fact. 

These reasons may be given in considering this 
awfully serious question : — 

Is the door Shut? 
By this act is undoubtedly denoted the exclusion 
from all farther access in paving nierr.y, those who 
have rejected its otters during their lime of proba- 
tion. And none will deny that whenever the 
Bridegroom shall have come, (but change in ihe 
rnntliiinn of .the greal mass of the world will have 
laken place. Is there any evidence from ihe word 
of God lo shew that lhat change is to lake place 
any perceptible time before the Lord Jesus appears 
in his glory — belore his people are made immortal ? 
In the absence of all analogies, which might fairly 
be referred to, we must rely upon the plain state- 
ments and facts brought to view in the word of 
God. The necessary and natural order of events, 
in which "he question is involved, then, is thus pre- 
sented : The Son of (rod sits at his Father's right 
hnnd "uniil his enemies are made hia footstool," — 
i. e. are given over lo him as enemies doomed to 



This act, it is clear, muni be the same as that 
which is spoken of in ihe second Psalm, in which 
the heathen are given to ihe Son fur an inheritance, 
and the uttermost pons of ihe earth for a posses- 
ion, whom he breaks wiih a rod of iron, and dashes 
lu pieces like a poller's vessel,— the same thai 
marks ihe sounding of the seventh angel, when 
great voices in heaven proclaim, "The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Christ, and Le sJiall reign forever and ever," 
[for there could be no propriety in sjaying they had 
ihecome his, unless it were by actual reception, asj 
I they hud been his by grant long before. And that 
,act musi precede his appearing to gather his eleci.i 
for, I. a part of bis elect are under Hit dominion of 
death, one of the enemies lo be destroyed, aud he' 
will not destroy lhat enemv till he has l>een pul into 
his hands ; and, 2. an he appears in his glory when 
he appears to gather his elect, he must have re- 
ceived lhat glory before he could appear in it. 

Now, as it ii utmost impossible that thin order nl 
events should not also require order of time, ii 
would seem thai some lirae must elapse, how 
much we cant.oi tell, between ihe closing of 
Christ's intercessions for the world, and his appear- 
ing to gather his elect. May not that lime be 
marked by the Lord himself— the first point by ihe 
coming of ihe Bridegroom, when ifw kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto the virgins who go in with 
him to the marriage; the last point by his return 
from the wedding, when he shall receive than) to 
the marriage supper ? 

Again, what is said uf the foolish virgins seems 
necessarily lu imply thai the righleou" are herej 
ufter the door ia fhul : " Afierward came al*o the 
other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, unio oV*' 1 

Can such a prayer as thai be offered, alier ihe ap- 
pearing of (he Lord of glory — after the resurrection 
of ihe righteous deail, and the removal of nil the 
righteous to meet ihe Lord ? Impossible. They 
may call upon rocks nnd mountains lu hide them 
from the presence of (he Lord, but after all (hat has 
taken place, ihe wailines aud cur>es of nn undone 
soul will be iho only syund thai falls Irom the lips 
of those who may find it possible, even lo think" ol 
the neglected dour of merry. 

Once more. If the painble is to be considered, in 
its most prominent features, the history of the peo-' 
pie ufOod just prior io ihe coming of ihe Lord, and 
if there is good reason (o believe lhat ihe history 
of the Adventists is found there, it would seem lo 
be as clear that ihe Bridegroom has come, and thai 
they who were ready have gone in wiih him ;o the 
marriage, and that ihe door is shut, as that any 
other part ol ihe parahle has been fulfilled. And 
wiih this supposition <he condition of things seems 
fully io correspond. Il is confessed, by those who 
could never he suspected of any de>ire to favor our 
(•ostliou, lhat ihere has nol been such a time of re- 
igions indifference for many years. It may be 
huwn from a large number ul facts lhat the last 
cases nf spiritual interest among the . professed 

uhundics were the result, direnly or indirectly, 
of the Advent doctrine; that where that doctrine 
has been avowedly opposed, and its believers silen- 
ced, spiritual death has followed, our enemies be- 
ing judges. And we do nut know of a, single case 
of noticablc religious interest bui where the doc- 
trine is received, or at least not opposed ; and these 
cares are so limited in their extent and number, 
iha» they can form no objeciion to the supposition 
lhat the door is shut, but rather go to confirm it, 

May it not, therefore, be fairly supposed, — from 
the lael lhat audi an event, as lhat to which we 
have referred the marriage, is to take place in con- 



nection with Ihe end — lhat by nil our forms of light 
we must be near ihe end— that the fulfillment ol 
the parable seems lo place us ufter a movement, 
such as we might expect that event :o produce, and 
from ihe state of (hings around us, and uinong us, 
to say nothing of ihe harmony of the word of trod, 
not found in any oilier view, which it allurds,— -may 
it nnt he fauly supposed lliat the Bridegroom lias 
come, that the door i- shut, anil lhm we must soon 
meet ihe King of o.loux ? 

A tow wurds on ihe practical results of thraJpoV' 
sttion and ve are dune. 1. How should we ex- 
pect (he world to regard the truth, supposing this 
position to be correct. Why, ihai they wotgdeare 
hardly enough about it, lo exciie, i merest surnWiW 
tu give vent lo a very severe curse, upon those 
who believe it. Having rejected ihe truth — lue 
only means by which God can save men — and hav- 
ing turned awny theit ears with loathing. from its 
warning* and promises, ihey would be perfectly 
lulled lo sleep by ihe cry of peace and safety. And 
if there is any truth in the word of (rod, this is tu 
be the condition of ihe world wbeu luetfc' 'destruc- 
tion cnmeih - when ihey are surprised as by the 
thief in the nighl. And how do we now find 
il ? Why, it would seem thai God isspeakiDg to 
us as loudly,— by ihe ominous intfiflerence, which 
everywhere prevails around us, and which, in apite 
of ourselves almost disarms us, aud makes us even 
afraid of our chosen friends, lesL we become infect- 
ed beyond recovery, — as loudly as he has spoken 



by ihe falling stars, the darkened sun, or by the 
of scoffers who hav 



testified, (hough un- 
And does ii not say to us. 



army 

willingly, for ihe truth. 
The judgment is here. ! 

And from this spirit of indifference arises one of 
our chief trials und duugery. W- can hardly en- 
dure il, thai a cause so well sustained bv the truth 
of God, Um; has excited so wide an iuMjiest, and is 
so fraught with promise in everything uiat can re- 
joice the Christian heart, should sink into contempt. 
We have been accustomed to ride upon the whirl- 
wind and storm, it is difficult to accommodate our- 
selves tu the dead calm. With our old landmarks 
all in sight we fell quite at home; now that we 
have passed them, instead of keeping our eye stead- 
ily upon the lone promise lhat hangs out like n 
beacon light ai ihe end of ihe voyage, the eye wan- 
ders aruuuil the uu marked horizon in fearfulueks 
ihai we havH lust our track. But God ia with us 
still ; and ihe present, like every other inch of ihe 
voyage, corresponds exactly wiih the chart. And 
that assures us, that righi in the midst of this dead 
calm, our Forerunner, who has gone to look oui 
ihe anchoring ground within the veil, is to appear 
io bring in safely all thai look for him. There is no 
trouble about the old land marks, they have answer- 
ed their purpose, look out fur the Foreiunner and 
all will be right. 

Bui if the door is shut is mere anything more 
io do for our fellowmen? There may be something, . 
though, on any supposition there cannot be much 
mure lo be done. If we attempt to labor as we 
have done heretofore, it amuuuls lo but lillle ; if wb 
should chajige our position and try to labor as others 
do, we could not expect io do any belter than they/ 
ilo, and that is a little nearer to nothing lhan we 
are doing. We must adjust ourselves lo the Bible 
position, and see (hat all our labors are u according 
lo the will of God." Our great work is this : "Let 
your loins be girded about, and your lights burning ; 
and ye yourselves like unto men lhat wait for their 
Lord when be will return from ihe wedding ; that, 
when he comelh and knockeih, ihuy may open un:o 
him immediately. Blessedare those servants whom 
the lord, when he comelh, shall find watching ! 
Verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, 
and make them sit down to meat and come forth 
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and serve them. And if he shall come in (he second 
watch, or come in ihe third watch, and find them 
bo, blessed are those servants." 

But can any sinners he converted if the door is 
abut. Of course they cannot, though changes that . 
may appear to be conversions may take place. The 
state of mankind hcforn-C.nd, would be very much as j 
it has been in ca6'S where communities have been 
giveu up of God to destruction. While the great 
mass were to be no longer the subjects of prayer or j 
counsel, individuals who differed in thoir apparent 
character, were still the subjects of prayer and coun- 
sel. In the case of the Jews, in the days of Jorcmi- 
ab, their fate was decided, and he was commanded 
not to pray for them or to lift up a cry for them. Jer. 
Xh II — 14: xiv. 11. Hut still he was to separate 
the precious from the vile, (xv. 19.) aneVwhen the 
wrath came upon them, there was found a Baruch, 
(xlv.) to be spared ; and there were others who were 
counseled and prayed for as the subjects of mercy, 
conditionally, xlii. 9 — 12. So it was at the lime of 
the Savior's ministry ; ufter ho hod pronouueed their 
doom and declared " their house was left unto them 
desolate," we know that Individuals were the sub- 
jects of mercy, and were actually brought to believe 
in Christ. 

And as it is a fundamental principle in the econo- 
my of heaven, that " it is accepted according to what 
a man hath," we know that at the closing of the door 
of mercy, all who fear God and work righteousness, 
according to the light they have, must be embraced 
by the arms of his mercy ; though as the measure of 
light they have differs, the apparent form of their 
character must differ. And there may hn changes in 
the form of their character, which we might call con- 



versions, though it would imply no change in their 
inward character before fiod. That such may he 
found, for whom we should labor, there can be no 
doubt; and in fact, it is with such a class only, few: 
indeed is their number, that our labors are in any 
sense successful. The few tliat make up this class, 
would, therefore, furrn the limits of our labors for 
others, excepting that we exhort one another. 

But to think uf laboring to convert the great ninsa 
of the world at such a time, would be os idle us it 
would have been fur the Israelites, when they were 
down by the Hud sea, to have turned about to convert 
the Egyptians. It would be lahor lost, to say noth- 
ing of the danger we might incur upon our own souls. 
Take heed to yourselves. And if you can do good to 
others in tho name of the Ix>rd, do it. But let no 
man take thy crown. 

3. What must be the effect of this position upon 
ourselves. If wc may speak from experience, it will 
be to revivo the same carefuJncss and watchfulness, 
which we were all waked up to in the seventh month. 
True, it will occasion a good many fears, that wu 
may have let slip the words which wo have hcQrd, 
and strayed fatally from the narrow path ; but it will 
not hurt those who have not knowingly and wilfully 
thrown away their wedding garment. They will re- 
turn to the narrow path, and seek to remove every 
spot from the soul, and lake their position anew, with 
their loins girded about, and their lights burning, to 
wait for the Lord. 

4. Finally, if this should prove to be the true scrip- 
tural position, it makes all that has appeared to be 
somewhat mysterious, perfectly plain. And yet we 
shall see that our want of attention to the words of 
the parable, was the occasion of the important trial 
and test through which we have passed. Wo ex- 



pected to meet the King of glory, as much as Abra- 
ham expected to offer his son, and we made the need- 
ed preparation. Perhaps it was necessary that we 
should take that step in the dark, since, as it was to 
be so important a one, if not absolutely decisive, we 
should not havo taken it as we did, if we had seon it 
as we now do. Lei us hold fust, and be .jcady for 
the call to the marriage supper of the Lamb' 



N. B. For the views advanced in this sheet, ihe 
subscribers ore alone responsible. It may be, 
however, that their connection with other papers, 
(the former with the " Advent Herald," the latter 
with the " Hop e uf Israel,") may give rise to the 
inquiry, " Why do these views appear in this 
form?" The answer is, first, those who bear the 
chief responsibility of those papers, could not be 
readily consulted, and it was not wished to urge 
the publication of these views without such con- 
sultation. Secondly, it was uut dexired to make 
their circulation extend beyond our Adveat friends ; 
and, thirdly, as it was believed that these views 
might afford light and counsel and encouragement 
to those who are wailing ihe Son of God from 
heaven, it was desired that they might be put in 
some form for that purpose as soon as possible. 

We have no time or disposition for contention. — 
If these views are found worthy of reception, let 
them be received; if not, reject them. Prove all 
things, hold fast that which is good. 

A. Ham, 

J. TUKNKR. 
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Jesus is there. 



1. II««io. my dull >oul »r!«e— Shake olfiliy c»r«| 
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Prew lo thy n>-tiva ikiu — Migh-ty in prayer. 
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Christ, ho his gon* before. Count all ihy suffering! o'er; 
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He all thy bunion* bom — J« - siw is there. 
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2 SouIb for the marriage feast, 

Robed and prepared; — 
Holy must ho such guests: 

Jesua ib there! 
SainM, wear your victory palms,. 

Chant your cel*Btiul psalms: 
Bride nf the Lamb, thy charms, 

Oh! let me wear. 



3 Heaven'B bliss is perfect, pure — 

Jesus is there! 
Heaven's bliss ia ever sure — 

Thou art ils heir. 
What makes its joys complete — 

What makes its hymns bo sweet; 
There we our friends will greet— 

Jesus is there. 



